SELECTED CAUSES  OF DEATH IN TWO STUDIES  OF   DIABETIC   PATIENTS

Not all deaths of diabetics are classified as being due to diabetes.   Figure 6 presents pro-
portional mortality for selected causes of death among diabetes patients in a large clinic
(Joslin Clinic, Boston, Mass.)   and in a community epidemiologic study (Oxford, Mass.).   In
both study groups, deaths classified as due to diabetes are only a small fraction of the total
deaths.   Deaths from cardiovascular-renal causes are about 72 percent of the total Joslin
Clinic group and 65 percent of the Oxford group.    Cardiovascular-renal causes accounted for
about 58 percent of the deaths in Massachusetts in 1958.   Renal diseases account for only
about 1 percent of deaths in the Massachusetts population but amount to 10 percent and 3 per-
cent, respectively, in the Joslin and Oxford groups.   Deaths from cancer comprised 10 percent
of the total in the two study groups, but accounted for 17 percent of deaths in the general
population,
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(7th Revision for 1958 data).
